Nuclear localization of the functional Bel 1 transactivator but not of the gag proteins of the feline foamy virus.
Interactions between host cells and foamy or spumaretroviruses are different from those of other known retroviruses. Previous work has suggested that the Gag and high-affinity DNA-binding Bel 1 transactivator of human foamy virus are localized in the nuclei of infected cells. Using two independent detection methods, we show here that the functionally active Bel 1 transactivator protein of feline foamy virus is of nuclear localization. In contrast to that reported for the human foamy virus Gag protein, the cat foamy virus Gag proteins exclusively localized in the cytoplasm close to perinuclear regions.